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UYSAL, Zeynep Gizem. Learner Autonomy; Comparing Instructors’ and Students’ Views in
the Higher Education in EFL Context, Master Thesis, Ankara, 2021.

This study, by considering the general outlines of learner autonomy, investigates both
learners’ and instructors’ opinions in higher education in EFL context in Ankara. The
essential aim of this study to reveal instructors’ and learners’ views about learner autonomy
and to see if there are any similarities between their opinions on learner autonomy. This study
also aims to find out if participants’ learner autonomy thoughts change regarding gender,
school type, departments and instructors’ experience. Total 514 participants (405 learners,
109 instructors) from preparation schools in 5 different universities (3 foundtion, 2 state) in
Ankara took part in the study. The data collected both by a questionnaire developed by
Camilleri (1997) and via constructed interviews. There were total 25 participants who were
volunteer for the interview sessions. The quantitative data were analysed by SPSS 22 while
for qualitative data, coding was preferred. The study has displayed that both instructors and
learners demand for more learner autonomy in their classes. Learners want to take more
responsibility, similarly instructors want to share their responsibilities with the learners.
Furthermore, the study presents that there is not a meaningful difference between genders and
school types of the participants. However, instructors’ opinions on learner autonomy change
according to their experience. Likewise, leaners’ views about learner autonomy show
difference regarding the departments where they study.

Keywords: Learner autonomy, Mixed method, Instructors’ opinions, Learners’ opinions, EFL
context



